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May 24, 2024

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

U.S. House Committee on Agriculture
1301 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Members of the Senate and House Agriculture Committees,

We, the undersigned, are United States veterans. We served to protect and defend the United States
Constitution and the people and interests of the United States of America.

We write to encourage Congress to undertake the patriotic and constitutional act of passing
legislation to empower America’s citizens to support America’s food producers, whose toils
preserve and protect our national security. Specifically, we urge Congress to pass mandatory
country of origin labeling (MCOOL) for beef so our citizens can once again support America’s
cattle farmers and ranchers by distinguishing our USA-produced product in grocery stores across
America.

Among the many interests we helped protect and defend while serving in the military is America’s
ability to freely use, without foreign intervention, her natural resources to produce life’s sustenance
— food. To achieve that end, we have farmers and ranchers.

But over the past generation or so, Congress has idly watched the exodus of hundreds of thousands
of United States farmers and ranchers. This has weakened our nation’s national food security.

America’s cattle farmers and ranchers have exhausted all legal means to restore MCOOL for beef,
but a U.S. district court ruled that it must be restored by Congress.

Congress must act now!
We are patriots, and preserving for ourselves and our children the family farm and ranch system

of agriculture that helped make our nation strong is a patriotic and constitutional act Congress must
undertake.



May 24, 2024

Many of us veterans are farmers and ranchers ourselves. And many of our fellow veterans are now
among the hundreds of thousands of producers forced to leave their farms and ranches. The latest
census shows that more than nine percent of U.S. food producers are veterans, but today we are
nearly 65,000 fewer in number than just five years ago.

Contributing to the farm and ranch exodus of veterans and nonveterans alike is Congress’
deference to international tribunals over matters for which supreme authority rests with our United
States Constitution. For example, Congress previously passed MCOOL for beef and a U.S. appeals
court upheld Congress’ constitutional right to do so. Nevertheless, Congress inexplicitly
capitulated to the World Trade Organization when the international tribunal admonished our
constitutionally passed MCOOL law.

We veterans urge Congress to once again stand up for America by passing the American Beef
Labeling Act (S.52) or the Country of Origin Labeling Enforcement Act (H.R. 5081), both of which
will restore MCOQL for beef for America. The bills will enable beef produced by United States
cattle to bear a “United States of America” designation. And they will empower America’s
consumers to patriotically support America’s cattle producers by choosing to purchase USA beef
produced from their USA cattle.

We stand as Veterans for MCOOL. And on this Memorial Day, we both honor and pay tribute to
those who lost their lives in service to our country for the freedoms we all enjoy today.

Sincerely,

N——

Brett Kenzy, R-CALF USA President, US Army

Farmer Veteran Coalition Joe Maxwell, Army

Gary Greene, Army Jacqueline Garrick, Army
Andrea Candlish, Army Cole Schmidtberger, USMC
Bruce Harrison, USN Martin Auza, Army
Randal Hicks, Army Ken Kunz, Army

Ricky Carter, Marine Corps Jess Alger, Air Force
Manuel Chacon, Army Bill Yancey, Navy

Rick Overstake, Army Fred Carlin, US Army
Luke Palombo, Army Ray Goldsberry, Army
Howell Wheaton, US Marine Bud Liggenstofter, Army
Manford Greninger, USMC James Rusterholz, USAF
Robert Foster, US Army Lindsey Thursby, Navy
LaVern Johnson, Army William Hoblit, USN



Wallace Lambert, Army

Mark Heyn, Coast Guard

David House, USN

William Delvecchio, USAF
Robert Burke, USN

Joshua Jobe, United States Air Force
David Larson, USAF

Terry McMaster, Army

Michael Knight, Navy

Bud Stupka, US Navy

James R. Morgan, U. S. Air Force
Debra Hughes, Air Force

Neil Stodolski, AF

Dennis Lewis, Air Force

Connie Zgavec, Army

Robert Child, Army

John Eroh, Army

Frank A. Mason, Army

Roger Fahrenholz, USAF

Robert K T Cole Jr., United States Marine Corps

Thomas Wilhelmsen, USA
Greg Chalfant, USN

Tim Deevy, US Army
Michael Kovach, US Army
Rick Van Buren, Army
David Harrell, USN

Jerry David, Army

Fred Coe, Air Force

Michael Whitlock, US Army
Michael Sage, U.S.N.
Randall Schwertner, Navy
Richard Fitzpatrick, Airforce
Steven Gruchawka, US Army
Michael Duckett, Navy
George Collins, Army

Roy Hannah, Army

Larry Creech, U.S. Army Ret
Lena Wilson, USAF

Rick Miller, USA

Paul Garritson, USA Ret.
James Lambert, Army
Edward Caro, USAF

Loyal Kamm Sr., Air Force

Mary Willard, Marine Corps
Maurene Conway, Navy
Herb Tyler, USMC

Rudy Arredondo, Army
Curtis Cathey, Navy
Donald Lann, USMC
Joseph Means, ARMY
Charles McNutt, U.S. Army
Tereza Becica, Army

Albin Becica, Army

Dennis Taylor, US Army
Gail Nason, USAF

Joe Hill, Army

James Stead, Army

Howard Newman, Army
Mitch White, U.S. Coast Guard
Wayne Rundall, USAF
Roger Nowacki, Army
Jerry Frew, Army

Laurie Tuttell, USN

Daniel Lyons, Navy

Dan Van Ackeren, Army
Kody Justus, US Army
Roscoe Clark, Army

Lance Davis, US Navy
Terry ONeill, Army

Donald Tolman, Army

Jacob Burroughs, Air Force/Coast Guard

James Becker, USAF

Rod Corsair, United States Air Force
Wayne Schemmer, Army

Wavy Snyder, Navy

Mark Unger, USMC

Karl Kaser, Army

Robert Vickaryous, Army

Monte Olsen, Army

William Payne, Navy

F. Robert Eck, Army National Guard
Rebecca Sewell, Army

Rodney Hall, USN

Michael Campbell, Army

Robert Mitchell, Army

Seburn Pense, Navy



Tom Moulden, USMC

Jon Bechtold, Army Aviation
Bruce Wakefield, Army
Duane Faydo, US Army
Gilbert Hall, Army

Robert P. Cross, Army
Kyle Featherston, Air Force
Benjamin Simpson, Army
Mike Weaver, Navy
Rashid Patch, USMC
Timothy Clark, U.S. Army
Steven Seng, Army
Harold Andersen, Navy
Brenda Shirley, Army
Frank Henderson, Army
Brian Brown, Navy
Timothy Gale, USAF
Kenneth Harris, Army
Micah Adkison, US Marine Corps
Bob Icard, Army

William Ebbinga, USAF
Donald Hoover, Army
Kirk Nivens, Army
Richard Beaulier, Army
Joseph Winter, Army
Anthony Kohler, Army
Edward Smith, USAF
Eugene Enowski, Army
Jaime Castro, US Army
Mark Nelson, US Air Force
Ron Beck, Army

Anthony Jones, Army
Victor Castro, Air Force
Steve Hansel, USMC
Justin Sanchez, Navy

Tab Buchholz, USN

Tau McCoy, Navy
Charlotte Randazzo, Army
Wayne Thatcher, Army
Mary Willette, Air Force
Ben Wilkes, NG

Jesse Lohmiller, Navy
Rachelle Bloom, Air Force

Mark Pope, Army

Brian Hart, Army

Ken Swan, Army

Marvin Nagel, Army

Larry Goyen, Army

Ronald Hill, Army

Travis Reich, Air National Guard
Tony Clark, Army

Scott Vaughan, Navy

David Weber, Army

David Scott, Army

Ginger Ingram, Air Force

Randy Quinto, Air Force

Robert Huft, USMC

Mark Axness, US Army

Kevin Brown, Army

Allen Novotny, USMC

Chris Olguin, US Army (Ret 1SG)
Christopher Beirne, USN
Michael Guyer, USMC

Walter Mensen, Air Force (NDANG)

Jason Ives, U.S.M.C

Michael Wardlaw, United States Marine Corps

Terry Thompson, USMC
Fred Mitchell, US Navy
Kenneth Kelsey, Navy
Robbie Petry, Army

Roy Dove, USN

Matthew Berberian, Army
Sean Harmon, USN

G. Thomas White, Navy
Paul Flannigan, USAR
Robert Cline, Air Force
Joseph Rau, U.S. Army
Terri Schwenzer, USAF
Todd Petro, US Navy

Joe Mayeaux, Army
Antonio Carrillo, Air force
Paul Dennis, Army

John Freels, Army

Rock Tarter, USN

Sandra Taylor, Army

Levi Schultz, Army and Air Force



Elizabeth Dennis, US Navy
Arthur Parks, ARMY
Rich Knoles, USMC
Ammon Blair, Army

Al Richards, Army
Clifton Easley Jr., Navy
Robert Baker, U.S. Army
Jimmy Jones, Navy

Mike Isgett, USMC
Lonnie Hayes, Army
Bryan Boyl, USMC
Amanda Willie, US Navy
Rick Horn, Navy

Warren Barker, USN
Nicholas Underhill, Army
Curtis Krauth, Army

Jeff Tobin, Coast Guard
Brian Sandt, Navy

John Landers, Air Force
Paul Elliott, USAF
William Tidwell, USAF
Richard Robinson, USAF
Michael Smith, USMC
Tom Atwood, Army
Edward Zurawski, US Army
Jeremy Snyder, US Navy
Ryan Salvoni, Army
Scott Rupe, Army

Anthony Wheatcroft, Air Force

James Hearn, US Navy
James Tiffany, USAF

Robert Duncan, Navy
Christopher Schwind, USMC
Kenneth Rieck, Army
Michael Breuer, Army

Fritz Brown, USMC

Keith Brandenburg, Army
Michael Marcucci, Air Force
Robert Andrews, USMC
Kenneth McClure, U.S. Navy
Jason Walker, US Navy

Kurt Hasten, Navy

Paul Branch, U.S. Army

Rachel Horacek, Army

Chad Kingsbury, Army

Arnold Burnett, Army National Guard
Peter Abejon, Army

Steffon Norris, Army

Richard Touhey, Air Force
Ronnie Speer, Army

Jeff Baron, USAF

Mike White, Army

Rebecca Overman, Navy
Raymond Killinger, USMC
Kevin Brubach, US Navy
Matthew Lindberg, Army

Paul Wilcox, Marine Corps

Bill Eaves, Air Force

Brandon Eoff, Air Force

Joseph Penor, USAR

Trista Torres, Navy

Bryan Arrington, Army

Ricardo Martins, Army

Bobby Riddle, Navy

Edwardo Gonzalez, Army
Johnny Horta, Army 6/32 Armor
Joshua Klempel, Army

Stacey Sikes, Army

Adrian Barbour, Esq., MSGL, USMC
Danny Olivas, USN

Michael Parisi, Army

Bob Feldman, Army

Brian Good, U.S. Army

Kyle Holler, United States Marine Corps

William Mann, USAF

Steve Novak, Army

Richard Walker, Navy

Harry Mullins, Army

Shawn Hudgens, USCG

Daniel Lapp, Marine Corps

John Clark, USMC

Wayne Boddicker, US Navy

Jason Rush, Army

Paul Schaefers, Army National Guard
Erik Quiram, United States Air Force
Paul Elyea, Michigan National Guard



Thomas Turner, Army

Stephanie Boyce, Marine Corps
Michael Vidourek, USN

David Hayes, U.S. Marine Corps
Everett Thompson, Army

Dave Burnett, Navy

Devon Hand, Army

Matthew Cornish, USMC
Frederick Wolfe, PA Army Aviation National
Guard

Randall Alexander, United States Marine Corps
Derick Patterson, Army

Josh Arends, USAF

Scott Carpenter, U.S. Army
Michael Walsh, USAF Ret.
Bryan Most, US Navy

Tom Taphorn, Kansas Army National Guard
Carl Jacquet, Army

Michael Sauerhage, TX ANG
Mark Bebo, Marine

Bruce Livengood, Navy
Lawrence Erickson, US Army
Dawn Zebuhr, CPT(R), US Army Aviation
Allester Jewett, USAF

Francis Jackson, USN

Larry LaMere, Army

Richard Barczak, USAF

John Norton, Army

Thomas Pastore, USMC

Todd Kaiser, USMC

Bruce Herr, ARNG

David Burns, USMC

Carl Abbott, US Navy

Logan Milstead, U S ARMY
Robert Freiburg, U.S. Navy
Timothy Palmer, Navy

Chris Campbell, USN

John Samson, USN

Barry Myrick, Army

Michael Wallace, Air Force
William Schimmer, US Navy
Erin Garske, Army

Gary G. Atwood, Army

Vito Maturo, Army

Carmel Paris, USMC

Paula Ordona, Navy

Frank Echevarria, USMC
Danny McElyea, Air Force
Howard Sensat, USAF
Jeffrey Van Dyke, Army
Chad Hill, US Army

Fred Williams, Army
Timothy Braithwait, United States Air Force
Nichole Braithwait, United States Air Force
Nadine Quinto, US Navy
Jose Rivas, USN

Gregg Ball, US Air Force
Roy Hooper, Army

Randall Watts, US Army
Eric Magoon, Marine
James Nelson, Army
Michael Serens, U.S. Navy
Jorush Snow, Army
Michael Darling, Army
Zack Clarke, Marine Corps
Taylor Majure, Army
Shawn Behrman, Marine Corps
Addison Olson, USAF
Courtney McKeon, Navy
Paul Hyatt, USAF

Richard Giesse, Army
John Klein, USMC
Laymond Luis, USMC
John Devening, Navy
Justin Striner, Air Force
Russel Pfeifer, US Army
Steven Brevelle, USAF
Darin Akkerman, US Army
James Schrack, Army

Rick Crevier, USMC

Justin Lambert, Navy

Y Clark, Navy

Maryssa DeBoer, Navy
Craig Audiss, Army

Terry Cody, US Air Force
Chad Woods, U.S. Army Reserve



Jennifer Kaufman, Air Force
Gerry Northrup, MC
Kenneth Olson, USAF
Brian Rogers, US Army
Judy Peterson, Air Force
David Weihausen, USMC
Ashleigh Harris, Army Retired
Yuri Whyms, Army

Daniel Baca, USAF
Lowell Napuelua Jr., Army
John Kibler, USMC

Pedro Labrada, Marines
Joylene Rock, Army
Russell Stackhouse, USAF
Scott King, Army

Aaron Brown, Air Force
Chris Mayer, Air Force
Greg James, USAF/R
Michael Duncan, US Navy
Polanski Morgan, Army
Charles Spencer, USMC
Travis Larson, USMC
Steven Leap, Army

Bryan Avery, U.S. Army
Miguel Rodriguez, Army
Jeff Dolmajer, USMC
Robert Del Monaco, USAF
John Hawks, Army

Adam Johns, USMC

Wes Virdell, USAF

James Greenan, Air Force
James Rich, US Navy
Billy Briley, Army

Carl Wheeler, USAF
Pamela Rose, Army

Keith Lavery, Army/ARNG
Norman Geist, USN
Sheridan Burgess, Army
John Hennigan, US Army
Norman Hooben, USAF
Scott VandenHeuvel, USMC
Robert Jordan, USMC
Vaughn Meyer, Army

Lloyd Hipke, Army

Travis Bailey, Army

Taffy Howard, Air Force
Jim Durgan, Navy

Jerry Gaftney, Army

Steve Roark, Air Force
Chase Thomas, South Dakota Army National
Guard

Don Meamber, USMC
Barbara Campbell, USN
John Denton, US NAVY
Jared Sears, Army

Mike Twiddy, US Army
Beverly Teboe, Army

Joe Holden, Navy

Gregory Thomas, SD Army National Guard
Jeff Hasbrouck, AF

Sam Marty, Army

Gray Pearson, Army

James Bowling, Army
James Bowling, Marines

J C D Knapp, AF

Jan Kulas, Army

David Wilson, ARNG
Adolph Svec, Navy

Gary Long, USMC

David Driskell, USAF

Ron Rusher, COARNG
Roxanne Pirelli, Army
Earl Conklin, Army
William Hall, Navy
Brenda Hampton, USAF
Gavin Thomas, Army National Guard
Dick Loeper, Army

Ben Hafer, Air Force

Ken Wagner, USNR

John Batson, Army

Wes Shockey, USMC

Jami Svoboda, US Air Force
Doug Dean, Army

Sam Parsons, USMC
Wayne Nichols, U.S. Army
Michelle Lucero, Army



Shannon Wooten, Army

Lillian LeVeque, USMC

Ed Weeks, Navy

Waylon Erdmann, Army

Jack Perrin, USMC

Jeffrey Koehn, Army

John Baker, Army

Justin Shahan, USMC

Frank Veer, Army

Larry Quintanilla, Army

Jennifer Cronenwett, US Army Reserve
Brian Cronenwett, Army/Commissioned Corp
of the US Public Health Service

Larry Hearold, Army

Richard Burleigh, USN

David Hoyt, USMC

Gary Stearman, Marine Corps

David Richard, Army

Brad Watts, Army

Thomas Pekol, Navy

Cc: Members of Congress



